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Corning to add 428 jobs in 
Durham, Edgecombe projects 


BY CRAIG JARVIS 
AND ZACHERY EANES 


cjarvis@newsobserver.com 
zeanes@heraldsun.com 


RALEIGH 

Glassware manufacturer 
Corning plans to add 428 jobs to 
its North Carolina workforce, 
including 317 in Durham County 
over a three-year period. 

The jobs were announced 
Wednesday after the state au- 


thorized its $6 million share of 
$16 million in public and private 
incentives for the company. 
Corning plans to use the 
money in two projects: expand- 
ing a manufacturing site in Dur- 
ham County to handle a new 
type of pharmaceutical packag- 
ing material called Valor glass, 
and creating what it’s calling a 
“state-of the-art” warehouse 
facility in Edgecombe County. 
Corning says it will invest 


$189 million in the Durham 
project. 

The company plans to add 111 
jobs in Edgecombe over two 
years beginning in 2019. The 
project there would expand 
Corning’s distribution capa- 
bility. Corning says it will invest 
$86 million in the warehouse. 

Corning will add a variety of 
jobs at each location. Salaries 
will vary by position and loca- 
tion, but the average annual 


wage at the Durham County 
facility will be $65,999 and it 
will be $33,771 in Edgecombe 
County, in line with average 
wages in each location. 

The state Economic Devel- 
opment Commission authorized 
most of the state’s share from 
Job Development Investment 
Grants. Two other state grant 
programs tied to community 
colleges and biotechnology also 
contributed to the financial 


incentives. 

Both grants pay out over 12 
years, with the Durham project 
eligible for reimbursement up to 
$3.2 million, and the Edge- 
combe site for up to $1.2 mil- 
lion. According to the gover- 
nor’s office, the Corning pro- 
jects will add an estimated $1.16 
billion to the state’s economy. 

Corning currently has around 
300 employees at its Treyburn 
Corporate Park facility in Dur- 
ham County. 

Durham’s project is contin- 
gent on receiving $2 million 
from Durham County. Duke 
Energy has agreed to chip in $2 
million. 

County commissioners will 
have to approve the deal. A 
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Democrats 
see wave 
of female 
candidates 


BY WILL DORAN 
wdoran@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

The wave of women signing 
up to run for political office has 
hit North Carolina. 

State Democrats on Monday 
announced nine new candidates 
- including six women - in their 
2018 effort to break Repub- 
licans’ veto-proof majority in 
the state legislature. 

Rep. Darren Jackson, the top 
Democrat in the North Carolina 
House of Representatives, said 
on Twitter that he thinks the 
rise in female candidates has 
been especially pronounced in 
the last year. 

“It’s something we were see- 
ing way before all the sexual 
harassment scandals started to 
break,” he wrote. “After the 
2016 election, a lot of women 
started turning out for events, 
indivisible groups, house parties. 
Many for the first time. Been 
seeing it for a year now.” 

The Raleigh City Council is 
half female for just the second 
time ever, after the city’s Octo- 
ber elections. Also in October, 
Virginia’s state legislature 
swung from a strong Republican 
majority to a split in power after 
Democrats flipped 15 seats in 
their favor. Almost all of those 
15 Democratic winners were 
women. 

In North Carolina, the elec- 
tions for state legislative seats 
aren’t until November, and the 
Feb. 28 deadline for candidates 
to file is still more than two 
months away. In the meantime 
there might be more women of 
either party to sign up to run for 
what has always been a 
male-dominated state 
legislature. 

According to the Center for 
American Women and Politics, 
13 of North Carolina’s 50 state 


TYLER GOLDEN NBC 


Brooke Simpson performs Monday on “The Voice.” She says she is thankful for the support of her hometown of Hollister and her tribe. 


‘Voice’ finalist Simpson 
rides tide of NC support 


BY BROOKE CAIN 
bcain@newsobserver.com 


rooke Mills Simpson’s 

incredible run on the 

NBC singing competi- 

tion show “The Voice” 
has become about more than 
one young woman trying to be a 
star. 

Simpson, who has advanced 
to next week’s finale, has be- 
come a symbol of pride for her 
hometown community of Hollis- 
ter, her Haliwa-Saponi tribe and 
Native American groups across 
the country. 


fans, and of Native Americans 
in particular, has meant the 
world to her, Simpson said in an 
interview Friday. 

“Just the support of my tribe 
has been insane,” she said. 
“They’ve been so supportive in 
letting me know they’re behind 
me 100 percent. But then on top 
of that, I have so many other 
tribes across the country messa- 
ging me, emailing me, figuring 
out ways to contact me and let 
me know I’m representing them 
as well, and how proud they are 
of me.” 

Archie Lynch, the tribal ad- 
ministrator for the Haliwa- 


the community has a lot of 
things to be proud of, and Simp- 
son is one of them. 

Hollister, an unincorporated 
community about 55 miles 
northeast of Raleigh in Halifax 
County, is home to many of the 
3,800 members of the Haliwa- 
Saponi tribe. The community is 
full of flags and signs and post- 
ers boosting the singer, Lynch 
said. 

“We’re a very small commu- 
nity and it has given us a sense 
of pride to support one of our 
own at that level,” Lynch said. 
“And it has gotten people 


The finale of NBC’s “The 
Voice” will air in two parts next 
week. The first part airs at 8 
p.m. Monday. During that 
show, fans can begin voting for 
their favorites online, with 
voting going until noon 
Tuesday. The winner of the 
competition will be named in 
the finale airing at 9 p.m. 
Tuesday. 


HOW TO VOTE 


You can vote online at 
NBC.com or on “The Voice” 
Facebook page. You can vote 
through The Voice mobile app. 
You can vote at iTunes by 
purchasing eligible songs by 
the artists or by streaming the 
songs through Apple Music. 
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